FACES OF JACKSONVILLE VILLAGE


E

ver had questions that you wanted to ask
someone from another culture but were afraid to because you didn't know them?  Have you ever wondered about the things that make us uniquely different like hair or skin color or the way we dress or worship?  Well wonder no more.  Here is a chance for you to expand your mind, meet new friends and have a lot of fun in the process.

WHAT IS THIS GREAT OPPORTUNITY?

In the summer of 2008 Jacksonville, Florida will conduct its fifth annual FACES OF JACKSONVILLE VILLAGE (FACES).  FACES  is a two-week summer experience for middle school youth who will come together from all over the city.  The project fulfills the long term vision of former City Councilman Lad Daniels.  Initially it was a joint venture between two local organizations with international and national ties – Children's International Summer Villages and The National Conference for Community and Justice. It currently is sponsored by the Jacksonville Chapter of CISV.
WHAT IS CISV?

Children's International Summer Villages (CISV) is a nonprofit educational and unique youth exchange organization. CISV evolved
from a firm conviction that lasting peace is possible if individuals and groups can learn to live together as friends.  For CISV, the key to making this vision a reality was to start working with children and youth.  Programs were developed which offered young people opportunities to meet their peers from other countries and to form intercultural friendships.  But not everyone can go to a foreign country.  That's why CISV developed local programs which give young people the chance to learn about the cultures in their own communities and explore important themes related to peace and understanding.

WHAT IS FACES OF JACKSONVILLE? 

The camp will be a 2-week overnight experience held in a public school and modified to replicate a CISV Village atmosphere.  There will be 10 to 12 delegations representing different cultural groups in Jacksonville.  Each delegation will consist of 2 
boys, 2 girls (all entering 6th grade in Fall 2008) and an adult leader.  It will be an experience that allows children to be children and is a unique way for the community to come to know and understand each other.
HOW DO I BECOME A DELEGATE?

Select community groups (e.g., church, civic, educational, cultural, professional etc.) will form 
the delegations from among eligible youth.  They 
will be considered a partner in the project and 
must be committed to pre- and post-program activities as well as supporting the program while it is in progress.  You need to get an application from your community group.  The group will help you complete the application process, select the 
delegation for the group and notify you of their selection.

WHAT ARE CAMP DATES?

The camp begins Friday, June 13, 2008 and ends Thursday, June 26, 2008.
WHAT CAN I EXPECT? 
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When you have completed FACES OF JACKSONVILLE VILLAGE, you’ll see the world through new eyes, and it will make a lasting and positive difference in your own life and in the lives of your new friends.  Even parents will appreciate Jacksonville’s diversity through new eyes.
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